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Abstract

Climate change threatens young children's mental health, and in Iraq this risk intersects with
protracted displacement—yetyoung children in these circumstances are rarely studied.This study
examined how climate-related conditions relate to the wellbeing of young children and their
caregivers in a refugee camp shaped by "on-hold displacement," in which families originally
displaced by conflict remain unable to return because of climate-driven livelihood collapse in their
areas of origin. Fifty children aged four to eight were assessed through play-based direct
assessment, and twenty of their caregivers through structured interviews, in Qushtapa refugee
camp in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq; data were analysed descriptively. Children linked heat, dust,
and water shortage to sadness, with 74-82% selecting the "sad" face for these conditions compared
with 28% for cold weather. Around 70% of caregivers believed return was unlikely, citing drought
and lost livelihoods rather than conflict. Caregivers also reported climate-linked mood changes in
both themselves and their children, while the children nonetheless showed strong social support
and coping resources. This early evidence suggests that young children living in on-hold
displacement carry measurable, climate-related emotional distress, and points to a need to include
their mental health in climate-adaptation and humanitarian responses.
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Introduction & Background

Climate change is increasingly recognized as a serious threat to children's development and
wellbeing. Globally, nearly half of the world's 2.2 billion children are estimated to be at "extremely
high risk" from climate-related impacts (Vergunst & Berry, 2022). Young children bear a
disproportionate burden: a large share of the disease burden attributable to climate change falls
on children under five (Vergunst & Berry, 2022). Extreme weather events such as heatwaves,
droughts, and floods can cause acute trauma and long-term psychosocial stress, while pervasive
concern about a changing climate ("eco-anxiety") further undermines youth mental health (Vergunst
& Berry, 2022).

In Iraq, a country highly vulnerable to climate shocks (Marzouk et al., 2022), these global trends
intersect with protracted conflict and displacement. Frequent droughts, water scarcity, and
desertification strain livelihoods and drive migration (Marzouk et al., 2022).The Kurdistan Region
hosts hundreds of thousands of Syrian refugees and internally displaced persons, including large
child populations (Marzouk et al., 2022). For these families, environmental degradation is not an
abstract future risk but a daily condition shaping health, livelihoods, and the prospect of ever
returning home.

These children face layered adversities. Exposure to pastviolence and repeated relocation has
already produced widespread trauma and fear among displaced Iraqgi children (Norwegian
Refugee Council, 2022), and climate stress now adds a further, ongoing layer of adversity. At the
same time, displaced families themselves perceive worsening environmental conditions such as
extreme heat, dust, and water shortage; environmental conditions that directly affect their daily
lives and psychosocial wellbeing (Marzouk et al., 2022).

This study examines a specific and under-appreciated version of the problem, which we refer to as
“on-hold displacement.’ The families in the refugee camps that we studied were initially displaced
by armed conflictin Syria but now they are not able to return due to factors of climate change such
as extreme drought, depletion of water sources and a deterioration of agricultural livelihoods in
their home regions. In this case climate change is not the main cause of displacement but one that
sustains it. The main purpose of this study is to understand the impact of this persistent climate-
related situation on the wellbeing of children.

Statement of the Problem

Despite the clear convergence of climate stressors, displacement, and children's vulnerability,
there is a notable research gap on their combined effects on young children's wellbeing in the
context of Iraq's climate-related displacement. Little local research has systematically examined
how climate-driven conditions affect the emotional wellbeing of displaced Iraqi children (Marzouk



et al., 2022). Existing studies of Iraqi displacement have focused mainly on war-related trauma and
physical health rather than climate dimensions; a recent I0M assessment, for example, found that
most displaced people in northern Iraq perceived climate impacts on their livelihoods, but the
psychosocial implications for childrenwere only broadly noted (I0M, 2024).The resultis an absence
of any baseline dataset in Iraq linking climate-related displacement to early childhood mental
health.

This gap is compounded at the level of policy. In practice, climate adaptation and child
psychosocial support have largely been treated as separate issues: climate governance tends to
operate in silos that keep children's health and wellbeing outside adaptation planning (Zangerl et
al., 2026). A global analysis of national adaptation plans found that most either neglect or
insufficiently address children's needs, and none adequately addressed children's mental health
(Zangerl, 2024). For young children in protracted, climate-driven displacement, this means their
psychosocial needs fall neither fully within humanitarian child-protection programming nor within
climate adaptation policy.

Addressing this gap also requires attention to what can be done in response. Creative and
community-based approaches including play-based psychosocial support, traditional games, and
the reuse of local materials are increasingly discussed in refugee settings as low-cost, culturally
grounded ways to support children's emotional expression and social connection. However, their
potential in the specific context of on-hold displacement remains under-evaluated, and evidence
on children's existing needs and resources is a necessary first step before such approaches can
be designed or tested.

This study therefore addresses the problem from the ground up. Rather than evaluating an
intervention, it establishes a foundational baseline: it documents how young children (aged 4-8)
and their caregivers in an on-hold displacement camp experience and emotionally respond to
climate-related conditions, and it examines what children's coping strategies, social support, and
play engagement suggest about the potential for future community-based responses.

The significance of this work is threefold. First, from a policy and humanitarian-planning
perspective, climate adaptation frameworks routinely neglect children's psychosocial needs; by
researching climate-related stress and emotional impact among young displaced children, this
study could potentially inform child-focused strategies within national adaptation plans and
humanitarian programming (Zangerl, 2024). Second, displaced Iraqi children have already endured
repeated shocks, and climate-driven displacement adds a further layer of risk; poor mental health
in early childhood can disrupt education, social bonds, and long-term development (Norwegian
Refugee Council, 2022), while timely, appropriate support, stable caregiving, education, and
community connection, can protect developmental potential and mitigate the mental-health toll of



displacement (UNICEF, 2021). And third, as the first study of its kind in Iraq, it contributes original
baseline evidence and a set of field-ready, culturally adapted instruments (Appendices A and B)
that other researchers and practitioners can reuse and build upon.

In summary, the study aims to contribute actionable knowledge atthe intersection of climate stress,
displacement, and early childhood wellbeing. Its findings can inform NGOs, government agencies,
and community actors seeking to support the emotional wellbeing of young children in climate-
affected, conflict-displaced settings.

Research Questions

1. How doyoung childrenin an on-hold displacement refugee camp perceive and emotionally
respond to climate-related conditions (heat, dust, and water scarcity)?

2. How do caregivers experience climate-related stress, and how do they perceive its effect
on their own and their children's mood and behaviour?

3. Whatdo children's existing coping strategies, social support, and play engagement suggest
about the potential for creative, community-based approaches to support their wellbeing?



Literature Review
Climate Change and Children's Wellbeing

Children are more affected by climate change than adults for several reasons. First, they are more
physiologically sensitive, owing to their still-developing bodies. Second, their developmental stage
leaves them more vulnerable, as their brains and minds are still forming.Third, they depend on
caregivers, relying on adults to help them cope with their environment. Fourth, they face longer
future exposure, meaning they will live with these conditions for a longer period of time.

Climate change poses both direct and indirect threats to children’s mental health. Children's
physiological sensitivity and longer future exposure make them especially vulnerable (Vergunst &
Berry, 2022). Acute climate disasters such as floods and wildfires can cause immediate trauma and
post-traumatic stress, while longer-term impacts such as food insecurity and loss of habitat can
trigger chronic anxiety and depression (Vergunst & Berry, 2022).The ecoAmerica and American
Psychological Association Children and Youth Report similarly emphasizes that acute climate
impacts can cause trauma and PTSD in the short term and further mental-health challenges over
time, and that children are especially vulnerable because they depend on parents and other
caregivers for support (ecoAmerica & APA, 2023).

Climate change can significantly affect children’s mental health through two main pathways.The
firstis acute traumatic events: sudden disasters such as floods and wildfires that cause immediate
trauma in the child.The second is chronic worry about the future, the ongoing anxiety often termed
‘eco-anxiety, which affects their overall mental wellbeing.

The phenomenon of “eco-anxiety” that refers to the chronic worry about climate futures is now well
documented among young people. In the largest study of its kind, a survey of 10,000 young people
aged 16-25 across ten countries found that 59% were very or extremely worried about climate
change, and more than half reported feeling sad, anxious, angry, powerless, helpless, or guilty; 45%
said these feelings negatively affected their daily functioning (Hickman et al., 2021). These
psychosocial stressors frequently compound existing challenges such as poverty and conflict
(Hickman et al., 2021; Vergunst & Berry, 2022).

For young children in particular, climate change is rarely experienced as an abstract concept.
Instead, its effects reach them through concrete, everyday channels: disrupted routines, as daily
life is interrupted by extreme weather; the loss of safe play spaceswhen it becomes too hot or dusty
to go outside; and household food and water insecurity.This last channel operates in two ways —
through the child’'s own experience of scarcity, and through the stress it places on the caregivers
onwhom they depend.



This is why the present study assessed children’s concrete, sensory experiences of climate
phenomena such as heat, dust, and rain, rather than relying on the abstract climate responses
examined by Hickman et al. (2021), and why it also measured the wellbeing of caregivers.

Notably, climate impacts intersect with development. Exposure in utero and in early childhood to
extreme heat or pollution has been linked to higher risk of anxiety and depressive disorders, ADHD,
and educational deficits (ecoAmerica & APA, 2023).This underscores that climate change is, in
effect, a child-rights crisis: UNICEF's Children’s Climate Risk Index warns that without intervention,
climate shocks will erode decades of gains in child health and security (UNICEF, 2021). Although
most existing literature emphasizes physical health outcomes such as malnutrition and disease,
the emerging consensus is that mental health must be addressed as an important part of climate
resilience (Vergunst & Berry, 2022).

Climate, Displacement, and Mental Health in Iraq

The Kurdistan Region in particular is among the areas most exposed to climate change. According
to I0M (2024), temperatures have risen by 1-2°C since 1970, 78% of assessed Kurdistan locations
reported increased temperatures, and rainfall is projected to fall by roughly 25% by 2050. In Iraq,
limited water supplies and record-breaking heat are already straining families, and displaced
households report that extreme heat and cold directly affect their daily lives and psychosocial
wellbeing (Marzouk et al., 2022).

Climate-related distress is not necessarily a future risk in this region; it is already measurable.
According to Ahmed et al. (2024), in a survey of 1,019 adults across Iraq, 71.4% reported severe
climate anxiety nationally, with Erbil and Duhok among the highest provinces. In the Kurdistan
Region, 73.2% reported severe climate anxiety — higher than in central and southern Iraq — and
this distress correlated with both depression and anxiety. So far, however, no study has extended
this evidence to young children invulnerable, displaced communities.

Child Psychology in Displacement

Displacement is one of the main consequences of both human-made and natural disasters,
including armed conflict and climate change, and repeated displacement and trauma can
profoundly affect child development. Displaced children often endure multiple potentially traumatic
events from witnessing violence to prolonged stays in camps; these accumulate over time and are
associated with poorer mental-health and developmental outcomes across cognitive, emotional,
and social domains. In Iraq specifically, children who experienced repeated relocation following
the ISIS conflict have shown elevated levels of fear and psychological distress (Norwegian Refugee



Council, 2022), and disruption to routines, schooling, and social networks further undermines their
emotional stability.

Most displacement research focuses on the acute trauma of the initial forced flight. Protracted
displacement, however — in which families are put on hold, unable to return home for years —
carries a different and heavier kind of stress: chronic uncertainty, indefinite waiting, and the loss of
a foreseeable future.

At the same time, research consistently finds that many displaced children display considerable
resilience and strength. Even amid adversity, children can develop coping skills and draw on
supportive peer and caregiver relationships, and stable caregiving, education, and community
support can meaningfully mitigate the mental-health toll of displacement (UNICEF, 2021). Despite
this, psychosocial programmes for displaced children have historically been limited: most
interventions target older children and emphasize crisis prevention, such as maintaining access to
education, rather than the emotional development of younger children.The resulting scarcity of
age-appropriate mental-health support for young children is a recognised gap.

This gap is especially pronounced for the youngest children (roughly ages 4-8), in the preschool
and early years. Psychosocial and educational programming in displacement settings tends to
target adolescents and older children, and early childhood receives far less attention for emotional
and psychosocial development than for nutrition and physical health.This leaves young children
underserved within an already underserved community.

Supporting Displaced Children, and the GapThis Study Addresses

Research has also examined how displaced children can be supported. Play-based and creative
activities are widely used with refugee children in displacement settings; they are developmentally
appropriate and often offer a non-verbal means of processing and expressing difficult emotions,
which matters for young children for whom talking directly about trauma can be difficult. Such
activities can also build social connection and peer support, though the formal evidence base for
some creative approaches remains limited.

Of particular relevance to resource-constrained settings are locally rooted, cost-effective
approaches such as traditional games and the reuse of everyday materials. Because they are
culturally familiar, accessible, and require few additional resources, they are well suited to
displaced camp settings. Their specific use in the context of on-hold displacement, however,
remains under-evaluated.

Taken together, the literature addresses these issues separately but has not connected them for
young children living in on-hold displacement in Iraq. No existing Iraqi dataset links climate-driven
displacement to early childhood mental wellbeing for children aged 4-8. By documenting this



relationship in one such setting, the present study offers an early, exploratory contribution toward
filling that gap.

Methodology
Research Design

The study employed a cross-sectional, descriptive mixed-methods design combining a play-based
direct assessment of young children with an interviewer-administered caregiver questionnaire. It
was originally conceived to incorporate a community-based recreational intervention; because
that intervention could not be implemented within the fellowship period, the designwas re-scoped
as a baseline characterisation of children's current wellbeing, coping, play, and social-emotional
status, The study is therefore explicitly foundational rather than evaluative: it documents current
status and within-sample associations at a single pointin time, not change over time or intervention
effects. As the first study in Iraq to link climate-related, on-hold displacement to early childhood
mental health, it is intended to provide initial, exploratory evidence and field-ready instruments for
future research

Study Site

The study was conducted in Qushtapa refugee camp, Erbil Governorate, Kurdistan Region of Iraq
(KRI). Established in 2013 approximately 25 km south of Erbil city, the camp hosts predominantly
Syrian Kurdish refugees, the largest share originating from Hasaka Governorate in northeast Syria,
where drought, water scarcity, and the collapse of agricultural livelihoods now function as the
principal barriers to return. This setting was purposively selected because it exemplifies the
condition of “on-hold displacement” that the study seeks to characterise.

Participants and Sampling

Participants comprised 50 children aged 4-8 years (25 boys, 25 girls) and their 20 primary
caregivers.The 20 caregivers were parents of children within the assessed sample. Participants
were selected through simple random sampling from the camp registration list, which provided a
defined sampling frame of resident households. Eligibility criteria were residence in the camp and
a child within the target age band of 4-8 years that attended a child-friendly space; the balanced
gender distribution (25 boys, 25 girls) reflects the study’s interest in examining gender patterns in
children’s climate-related wellbeing. Random selection from an administrative list, rather than
convenience recruitment through a service point, was adopted to reduce selection bias within the
constraints of a small single-site study.
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Data CollectionTeam andTraining

Data were collected by a team of three camp-based facilitators employed by the camp
administration, supported by the researcher. All facilitators were fluent in both Kurdish and Arabic,
the languages of the participating families, and were experienced in working with children and
caregivers in the camp context. Prior to fieldwork, the team completed full training on the
administration of both instruments, covering item-by-item delivery, standardized prompting,
rapport-building, non-leading questioning, child-safeguarding and distress procedures, and the
consent and assent process. A supervised practice run was conducted to confirm that all
facilitators understood each section and applied the protocols consistently before live data
collection began.

Instruments andTranslation

Two instruments were developed, both adapted from Save the Children’s International Development
and Early Learning Assessment (IDELA) and its companion Caregiver Survey and informed by
validated humanitarian and child-development measures.The full instruments are reproduced in
Appendices A and B.

The Direct Child Assessment (<20 minutes, play-based, administered one-on-one) covered
emotional awareness (emotion-face identification); climate-linked feelings, captured on a three-
face “sad / okay / happy” scale in response to concrete, sensory experiences, very hot days, dust
storms, being unable to play in the heat, water shortage, rain, and cold, together with a coping
vignette; coping and self-regulation; peer relations and social support; play access and affinity for
nature; and facilitator observation ratings. Climate—mood links were embedded throughout using
concrete, developmentally appropriate prompts rather than abstract references to “climate
change’

The Caregiver Companion Questionnaire (approximately 20 minutes, interviewer-administered)
covered household demographics and displacement history, including on-hold displacement
probes on the prospects of and barriers to return; climate and environmental conditions in the camp
and their effects on both caregiver and child mood; child wellbeing and behaviour, with items
adapted from the Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (Goodman, 1997); the home play and
learning environment; and caregiver attitudes and service access.

Both instruments were translated from English into Arabic for field administration.The translation
was developed in collaboration with a child protection technical advisor, Jwan Oghana, who holds
double bachelor’s degrees in Social Work and in Law and has worked extensively in comparable
humanitarian settings. Her involvement ensured that terminology was age appropriate, culturally
resonant, and accurate for use with young children and caregivers. Facilitators, who were
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themselves bilingual, administered items orally in the family’s preferred language (Kurdish or
Arabic).

Procedure

Data collection took place in July 2026. Facilitators visited each participating household in the camp
and conducted the assessments in the family's own home. At each visit, the facilitator first
explained the study to the caregiver and obtained verbal informed consent, then administered the
caregiver questionnaire and conducted the one-on-one child assessment. Child assessments
followed scripted prompts, with facilitators building rapport, framing tasks as having no right or
wrong answers, praising effort, and applying stop rules if a child showed distress. Standardised
measures were read verbatim. Responses were recorded as numeric codes, with written detail
retained for open-ended items, and subsequently entered into a purpose-built analysis workbook.

Data Analysis

Data were analysed descriptively. Domain scores were computed for the child assessment (for
example, emotional awareness as percent correct; climate-linked feelings as a mean face-score;
and peer/social support and nature affinity as means) and for the caregiver questionnaire (for
example, climate exposure, emotional-symptom, and heat-difficulty means). Results are reported
as means and percentages, disaggregated by child gender where relevant, together with within-
sample cross-tabulations for example, child wellbeing indicators by caregivers’ belief about the
possibility of return, and by household climate exposure. Missing or refused responses were
excluded on an item-by-item basis. Given the sample size and design, no inferential significance
testing was done; findings are interpreted as descriptive patterns and associations rather than
statistically tested effects. Although the caregivers were parents of children in the assessed
sample, individual child-to-caregiver identifiers were not recorded in the dataset, so associations
involving caregiver reports were examined within the caregiver sample rather than as matched
child—caregiver dyads

Ethical Considerations and Permissions

The research followed child-safeguarding and do-no-harm principles appropriate to humanitarian
settings. Permission to conduct the study was obtained from the relevant camp and governmental
authorities, namely the camp management, the Barzani Charity Foundation, the Erbil Directorate of
Migration and Crisis Response, and the Kurdistan Regional Government's Joint Crisis Coordination
Centre. Verbal informed consent was obtained from every participating caregiver prior to data
collection, and assentwas obtained from each child; participation was voluntary and carried no
consequence for the services or assistance families received. Sensitive climate and displacement
topics were addressed directly only with caregivers, while children were engaged gently and
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indirectly through feelings-and-play prompts. A distress protocol governed pausing, comforting,
and, where needed, referral to camp child-protection and psychosocial focal points. All data were
de-identified and stored securely.

Results

This section reports the findings of a cross-sectional study of climate-related wellbeing among
young children and their caregivers in Qushtapa camp. Data were collected from 50 children aged
4-8 (25 boys, 25 girls) through one-on-one, play-based direct assessment, and from 20 caregivers
through interviewer-administered questionnaires. Given the sample size and non-experimental
design, results are descriptive: they are reported as means, percentages, and patterns rather than
as statistically tested effects. Missing or refused responses were excluded on an item-by-item
basis.

1. Children associate hot, dusty, and water-scarce conditions with low mood.

When shown a three-face scale (sad / okay / happy) and asked how they feel during specific
weather experiences, a large majority of children selected the “sad” face for heat, dust, and water
scarcity: 79% for very hot days, 80% for dust storms, 74% for being unable to play because of heat,
and 82% for times when water does not come. By contrast, only 28% associated cold weather with
sadness.The distress children expressed is therefore specific to the heat—dust—water cluster, the
same environmental stressors that define daily life in the camp and that highlight the household’s
inability to return home.

A gender patternwas seen. Boys reported sadness more often than girls on the heat and dustitems,
most notably dust storms (92% of boys vs. 67% of girls) and being unable to play in the heat (84% vs.
64%). Girls were somewhat more likely than boys to associate cold weather with sadness (36% vs.
20%).These differences should be read as descriptive tendencies within a small sample, not as
established gender effects.

Table 1. Children selecting the “sad” face for each climate experience, overall and by sex (%).

Climate experience All (%) Boys (%) Girls (%)
Very hot days 79 83 75
Dust storms 80 92 67
Cannot play (too hot) 74 84 64
No water 82 84 79
Cold weather 28 20 36

n =50(25 boys, 25 girls). Cells show the percentage choosing the “sad” face on the three-point scale.
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Figure 1. Percentage of children choosing the “sad” face for each climate experience, by sex.
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2. Children showed intact social-emotional and protective resources

Alongside climate-linked distress, children displayed considerable strengths. Emotion
identification was high (96% correctly identified the emotion faces), peer and social support was
strong (mean 2.8 of 3), and children expressed positive affinity for nature and green spaces (mean
1.8 of 2). When presented with a coping vignette e.g., a child kept indoors by a dust storm, 83% of
children could name at least one adaptive strategy to feel better (for example, playing inside,
drawing, or seeking an adult).

Table 2. Children's social-emotional and protective indicators.

Indicator Result Scale

Correctly identified emotion faces 96% % correct

Peer/ social support 2.8 mean, 0-3

Affinity for nature / green spaces 1.8 mean, 0-2

Named >1 adaptive coping strategy (vignette) 83% % of children
n=>50.

3. Caregivers experience a substantial climate—mood burden and observe it in their children

Caregivers reported meaningful climate exposure in the camp (mean 1.8 of 3 across heat, dust,
water scarcity, and flooding) and notable weather-related psychological strain (mean stress 2.1 of
3). Seventy percent reported that their own mood worsens after very hot days or dust storms, and
75% reported that their child’s mood or behaviour changes with extreme weather describing
increased irritability, crying, clinginess, disrupted sleep, or reduced play. Caregiver-reported heat-

14



related difficulty in children (across learning, attention, play, and sleep) was high at a mean of 2.4
of 3.

On the caregiver-reported behavioural items (SDQ-adapted, scored 1-3), emotional-symptom
indicators such as worries, fears, and sleep problems averaged 1.7, while prosocial behaviour
remained comparatively high (mean 2.3), consistent with the strengths seen in the direct child
assessment.

Table 3. Caregiver-reported climate exposure, climate—mood burden, and child behaviour.

Indicator Result Scale
Household climate exposure (heat, dust, water, flood) 1.8 mean, 0-3
Weather-related stress 2.1 mean, 0-3
Own mood worsens after heat/ dust 70% % of caregivers
Child’s mood / behaviour changes with extreme weather 75% % of caregivers
Child heat-related difficulty (learning, attention, play, sleep) 24 mean, 0-3
Child emotional symptoms (worries, fears, sleep) 1.7 mean, 1-3
Child prosocial behaviour 23 mean, 1-3

n =20 caregivers. Behavioural items adapted from the Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (Goodman, 1997).

4. On-hold displacement: return is widely seen as impossible, and this tracks with child distress

The study’s framing, displacement held “on hold” by climate change rather than caused by it, was
strongly reflected in caregiver responses. Fifty-five percent of caregivers believed their family will
never be able to return home, and a further 15% reported only “maybe,” meaning roughly 70%
regard return as unlikely or impossible. Caregivers named an average of 2.5 distinct barriers to
return, concentrated on drought, absence of water for farming or drinking, loss of livelihood, and
land that is no longer productive, environmental and livelihood barriers rather than active conflict.

Two within-sample associations are interesting to note for the findings. First, children whose
caregivers believed the family could not return (never/maybe) showed higher emotional-symptom
scores (mean 1.92) than children whose caregivers expected to return (mean 1.06). Second,
children in households reporting above-average climate exposure showed greater heat-related
difficulty (mean 2.94) than those in lower-exposure households (mean 2.06). Both associations are
based on small subgroups (n = 6-14) and cannot be interpreted causally, but each point in the
direction the study hypothesised: the prolonged, climate-driven nature of this displacement is
linked to the wellbeing of the youngest household members.

Table 4a. Caregivers’ beliefs about the possibility of return (n = 20).

Belief about returning home Caregivers (%)
Will never return 55
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Maybe 15
Unlikely or impossible (never + maybe) 70
Expectto return 30
Mean number of barriers to return named 2.5 (count)

Table 4b. Within-sample associations between household displacement/climate context and child wellbeing.

Comparison Child score
Emotional symptoms Caregiver: cannot return (never/maybe) 1.92 14
(mean, 1-3)
Caregiver: expects to return 1.06 6
Heat-related difficulty Above-average household climate exposure 2.94 ~8
(mean, 1-3)
Below-average household climate exposure 2.06 ~12

Subgroups are small (n = 6-14); associations are descriptive and cannot be interpreted causally.

5. Play access and service engagement offer a foundation for programming

Engagement with early childhood services was universal in this sample: all caregivers (100%)
reported that their child attends a child-friendly space, 70% reported daily outdoor play, and 75%
considered play very important to their child’s development. Combined with children demonstrated
social support, coping capacity, and affinity for nature, these findings indicate a receptive
environment for structured, low-cost, culturally rooted recreational activity, the direction
developed in the study's policy recommendations.

Table 5. Early childhood service engagement and play (caregiver report).

Indicator Result

Child attends an ECD center / child-friendly space 100%
Child plays outdoors daily 70%
Caregiver considers play “very important” 75%

n =20 caregivers.
Discussion

This study set out to understand how climate-related conditions, in the context of on-hold
displacement, relate to the wellbeing of young children and their caregivers in Qushtapa camp.
Three findings anchor the discussion.

Children respond to climate stress emotionally, especially around heat, dust, and water. That
roughly three-quarters or more of children associated very hot days (79%), dust storms (80%), being
unable to play (74%), and water shortage (82%) with the "sad" face, while only 28% did so for cold
weather, indicating that children's distress tracks the actual environmental stressors of camp life
rather than weather in general. This is a meaningful result at the youngest end of childhood, where
climate perceptions are rarely measured directly. It echoes, in early childhood, the broader
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regional pattern in which anxiety and sadness are the dominant climate-related emotions reported
by children and young people in Iraq and neighboring contexts, and it is consistent with evidence
that climate anxiety is prevalent and clinically meaningful among adults in the Kurdistan Region.
The gender differences observed with boys reporting more heat- and dust-related sadness, girls
somewhat more affected by cold are descriptive tendencies in a small sample and should not be
over-interpreted, but they suggest that boys' and girls' climate experiences in camp settings may
warrant separate attention.

The on-hold displacement dynamic is visible in the data and appears to matter for children. A
majority of caregivers (55%) believed the family will never return home, and around 70% regarded
return as unlikely or impossible, stating drought, water scarcity, and lost livelihoods a main factor
over active conflict This is the empirical core of the study's framing: for these families, climate
change is not the event that displaced them but the barrier that keeps them displaced. The within-
sample association between caregivers' belief that return is impossible and higher child emotional-
symptom scores (1.92 versus 1.06 where return was expected) suggests that the chronic
uncertainty of indefinitely deferred return can transmit to children, plausibly through caregiver
stress and the emotional climate of the household, given that 70% of caregivers reported their own
mood worsening after heat or dust and 75% observed weather-linked changes in their child. The
parallel association between higher household climate exposure and greater heat-related difficulty
in children (2.94 versus 2.06) points in the same direction. These associations rest on small
subgroups and cannot establish causation, but they are internally coherent and align with the
study's central hypothesis.

Vulnerability coexists with resilience. Alongside climate-linked distress, children showed strong
emotion recognition (96%), robust peer and social support (2.8 of 3), affinity for nature (1.8 of 2), and
the ability to name adaptive coping strategies (83%), and all were engaged with early childhood
services. This is consistent with the wider displacement literature's emphasis on children's coping
capacities and supportive peer networks, and it is the most actionable finding in the dataset
identifying existing strengths that programming can build upon rather than deficits that must first
be repaired. Taken together, these findings support treating young children's mental health as main
support and not secondary that is a concern in climate and displacement policy for the Kurdistan
Region. These findings have implications on the recommendations below.

Limitations:

This study has several limitations that should be considered when interpreting the findings. First,
the sample was small and drawn from a single site (50 children and 20 caregivers), which limits the
generalisability of the results; accordingly, all the data presented here are descriptive rather than
inferential. Second, the cross-sectional, non-intervention design means that any associations
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identified cannot be interpreted as causal, nor can they capture change over time.Third, because
the linked-ID field was not completed, child- and caregiver-level records could not be matched,
making it impossible to test associations between a specific child's assessment and their own
caregiver's responses; caregiver-side associations are reported in its place. Fourth, child
behaviourwas assessed through caregiver report alone, and as a single-informant measure it may
have been reflected by the caregiver's own mood at the time of reporting. Finally, one climate-
coping item (C7) was recorded using the faces scale rather than the intended 0/1 code and was
subsequently recoded (with "okay" and "happy" classified as adaptive); in addition, the facilitator-
coded coping categorieswere not completed, and this should be taken into consideration when
interpreting the coping-related findings.

Recommendations

1. Integrate young children's mental health into climate and displacement policy. Because on-
hold displacement is sustained by environmental barriers to return, support for these children
belongs within climate adaptation and durable-solutions planning, not only within emergency
response. At present, climate governance and child psychosocial support tend to operate in
separate sectoral silos, leaving the wellbeing of the youngest displaced children outside
adaptation agendas. Embedding child mental health into national adaptation and humanitarian
planning would help close this gap.

2. Pilot localised, low-cost, culturally rooted recreational programming. The findings point to a
receptive foundation for structured recreational psychosocial support: children with intact coping
and social resources, universal ECD engagement, high daily outdoor play (70%), and caregivers
who overwhelmingly value play (75%). This is where community-based creative approaches
become relevant. Social enterprises such as Shax (A start up that works on community based
projects), and creative reuse and upcycling activities of the kind, are low-cost, materials-light,
culturally continuous, and deliverable by trained community facilitators, well suited to a resource-
constrained camp and to climate-adapted scheduling (for example, shaded orindoor activity during
periods of extreme heat and dust). Rather than importing external models, such programming could
localise existing cultural practices to give children safe, structured outlets for emotional
expression, peer connection, and coping. These approaches were beyond the scope of the present
baseline and are offered as a forward-looking direction; their feasibility and effect on children's
wellbeing should be tested in a future piloted and evaluated intervention.

3. Support caregivers for children's wellbeing. Given the substantial caregiver climate—mood
burden and its apparent transmission to children, caregiver-focused psychosocial support should
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accompany any child-directed programming. Helping caregivers manage the chronic stress of
deferred return is likely to benefit children both directly and indirectly.

4. Invest in child-centered, climate-sensitive data. The data and findings from this study could be
extended by linking child and caregiver records to enable dyadic analysis, broadening the sample
across camps, and moving toward longitudinal and interventional designs, including rigorous
evaluation of the recreational approaches recommended above. The instruments developed here
(Appendices A and B) are available for replication.

Conclusion

This study provides the first descriptive data and findings in Iraq linking climate-related, on-hold
displacement to the mental health and psychosocial wellbeing of young children. Children register
climate stress emotionally and specifically around heat, dust, and water; caregivers carry a heavy
climate—mood burden and observe it in their children; the widespread belief that return is
impossible is associated with greater child distress; and, crucially, children retain strong social-
emotional resources on which culturally rooted, low-cost recreational programming can build. In
a context where climate change holds displacement on hold indefinitely, investing early in these
children's wellbeing through child-sensitive climate policy, caregiver support, and community-
based creative approaches such as traditional games and upcycling, is both urgent and feasible.
As the first evidence of its kind in Iraq, this study is offered as a starting point for the deeper
research and programming these children deserve.
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Appendix A: Sample survey questionnaire (direct child assessment (ages 4-8))

MOVING MINDS
ALLIANCE

Field Research Instruments: Moving Minds Alliance 2025-2026 Research Fellowship

On-Hold Displacement, Climate, and Early Childhood Wellbeing: Qushtapa Refugee Camp, Erbil
Governorate, Kurdistan Region of Iraq

INSTRUMENT 1: DIRECT CHILD ASSESSMENT (Ages 4-8)

Purpose:This one-on-one, play-based instrument gauges the emotional awareness, climate-linked
feelings, coping, peer relations, play access, and subjective wellbeing of 50 children aged 4-8 in
Qushtapa camp, with climate/weather-mood links woven throughout.

Administration: trained facilitators deliver it in Kurdish or Arabic (child's home language), following
the scripts below verbatim,; format and scoring conventions are adapted from Save the Children's
International Development and Early Learning Assessment (IDELA, developed 2011-2015; 22 core
play-based items across five domains for children aged 3.5-6, ~30 min standard), used here in
shortened form with a HARD MAXIMUM child-facing time of 20 minutes.

Materials: emotion picture cards (happy/sad/angry/scared), a 3-faces scale card (sad/okay/happy),
paper and crayons, and 5—6 small tokens/stones.

Facilitator technical instructions (read before beginning): Seat the child at a child-height table in
a quiet, familiar space with a caregiver visible but not prompting. Keep awarm, unhurried tone. Do
not correct or evaluate answers aloud. Record codes discreetly on the score sheet. Response
coding convention throughout: 1 = affirmative/adaptive/correct response; 0 =
negative/absent/incorrect or "don't know"; 9 = refused/no response/skipped (used rarely, only
when the child declines, disengages, or becomes distressed).This 1/0/9 convention mirrors the
IDELA direct-assessment scoring rule (correct = 1; incorrect or "don't know" = 0; refused/skipped
coded separately). For faces-scale items, record 1 = sad, 2 = okay, 3 = happy exactly as the child
points. Continuous items (counts) record the actual number, maximum 10.

SECTION A:Warm-up & Facilitator-Recorded Identifiers
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Facilitator-recorded (do not ask the child directly unless needed):
e« A1LChildIDcode:
o A2 Age(years):___ A3.Gender: I Girl 0 Boy
o A4 Date:_

Child assent script (read warmly):

"Hello! My name is . | am so happy to meet you.Today we are going to play some games
together, look at some pictures, and maybe draw.There are no right or wrong answers, | just want
to know whatYOU think. We can stop any time you want. Would you like to play with me?You can say
yes or no."

o Ab.Child assents: (IYes (1) I No (0) — /7 No, thank the child warmly and stop.
Warm-up (builds rapport, not scored):

"Before we start, what do you like to play? ... That sounds fun! Let's begin."

SECTION B: Emotional Awareness
Facilitator: Lay out the four emotion picture cards (happy, sad, angry, scared).

"Look at these faces with me. Canyou show me... the HAPPY face? ... the SAD face? ... the ANGRY
face? ... the SCARED face?"

Record whether the child correctly identifies each (point or name):

« Bl Identifies HAPPY:
1=correctresponse; 0 =incorrect or "don't know"; 9 = no response

e B2.Identifies SAD:1/0/9

o B3.ldentifies ANGRY:1/0/9

o B4 Identifies SCARED:1/0/9

SECTION C: Climate-Linked Feelings

Facilitator technical note:This is the core climate module. Use the 3-faces scale card (sad = 1,
okay = 2, happy = 3) for the feeling items.
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"Here are three faces.This one is SAD, this one is OKAY, and this one is HAPPY. I'm going to ask
about some days and weather, and you point to how you feel. Ready?"

Feeling items (record 1/2/3, or 9):
e C1."Howdoyoufeelonvery,very HOT days?" — 1(Sad)/2 (okay)/ 3 (Happy) /9 (no response)

e (2. "How doyou feelwhen there is a DUST STORM and the air is full of dust?" — 1 (Sad) /2
(okay)/ 3 (Happy) /9 (no response)

e (3. "When it is very hot, sometimes you cannot play outside. How do you feel then?" — 1
(Sad)/ 2 (okay)/ 3 (Happy) /9 (no response)

e C4."How doyou feelwhen there is not enough WATER — when the water does not come?"
— 1(Sad) /2 (okay)/ 3 (Happy) /9 (no response)

Play-access probe (record verbatim + code):

o (b5."When itis too hot or too dusty to go outside, what do you do?" (open) — Record child's
words:

o Code presence of an adaptive coping/alternative-play response: 1 (names an
activity/strategy) / 0 (nothing / "don't know") / 9

Climate coping vignette (record verbatim + codes): Facilitator:

"I'm going to tell you a little story.There is a child, just like you.The child wants to play outside, but
there is a big dust storm, so the child has to stay inside."

o (6. "How does that child feel?" — point to faces: 1 (Sad) / 2 (okay)/ 3 (Happy) / 9 (no
response)

o C7."What could that child do to feel better?" (open) — Record child'swords: __
1(Sad) /2 (okay)/ 3 (Happy) /9 (no response)
C8.
"When it rains, how do you feel?"
© Happy (3)
= Okay (2)

@ Sad (1)
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C9.

"When it rains, what do you like to do?"
O Play or watch the rain (3)

[ Stay inside (2)

O 1 don't like rain (1)

3. Cold Weather Module (Child)

C10.

"When it is very cold outside, how do you feel?"
© Happy (3)
= Okay (2)

@ Sad (1)

C11.

"When it is very cold, canyou still play?"
OVYes (3)

O Sometimes (2)

I No (1)
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SECTION D: Coping & Self-Regulation

Facilitator technical note: Facilitator-coded, adapted from the Kidcope (Spirito, Stark & Williams,
1988), a checklist assessing ten coping strategies (distraction, social withdrawal, wishful thinking,
cognitive restructuring, social support, problem-solving, self-criticism, emotional regulation,
resignation, blaming others). Ask the general items, record the child's words, and tick every coping
category the child spontaneously names. Do not read the categories to the child.

"Now think aboutwhenYOU feel sad or scared — like a bad day."
e D1."Whenyou feel SAD, what do you do?" (open) — Record:
o D2 "Whenyou feel SCARED, what do you do?" (open) — Record:

o D3. "When something makes you feel bad, who or what helps you feel better?" (open) —
Record:

Facilitator coding — tick all coping categories evident across D1-D3 (Kidcope-derived):

« [ Distraction/ play (1)

[ Seeks social support (goes to caregiver/adult/friend) (1)
o [ Emotional expression (cries, talks about it) (1)

e [ Problem-solving / active (1)

o [ Socialwithdrawal (hides, goes alone) (1)

o [OWishful thinking / resignation (1)

o [ Self-soothing (rests, hugs toy, breathes) (1)

e [ None/"don't know" (0) O Refused (9)

SECTION E: Peer Relations & Social Support
o E1."Doyou have friends to play with here?" —Yes (1) / No (0) / No response (9)
e E2."How many friends do you like to play with?" (count) —
e E3."Who doyou go to whenyou feel sad or need help?" (open) — Record:

o Code: names a supportive person (caregiver/sibling/friend/teacher) 1 / no one
named0/9
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e E4. "When another child is sad, do you help them?" —Yes (1) / Sometimes/okay (via faces
okay=partial, code 1)/ No (0) /9

SECTION F: Play Access & Preferences

o F1."Where do you play? Inside your home, or outside?" — [ Mostly inside (1) OO0 Mostly
outside (2) O Both (3) /9

o F2."When itis too hot to go outside, do you have things to play with inside?" —Yes (1) / No
(0) / No response (9)

e F3:what time during the day doyou like to play outside?
e [ Morning,
« [afternoon,
e [devening,
e [dnight
F5. Do you have a plant or flower near your home?
OYes (1)
O No (0)

O 1 don't know (9)

F6. If yes, who takes care of it?
O | help take care of it (2)
[0 Someone else takes care of it (1)

0 No one (0)

F7. Doyou like watering plants?
CYes (2)

O Sometimes (1)
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I No (0)

F8. Doyou like seeing trees, flowers, or green places?
OYes (2)
O Sometimes (1)

0 No (0)

Climate Adaptation

"When it is very hot, what helps you feel better?"
O Drink water (2)

[0 Stay in the shade/inside (1)

[0 Nothing (0)

DISTRESS & SAFEGUARDING NOTE

Code interrupted items as 9. Reunite the child with their caregiver. If a child discloses harm or
shows sustained distress, do not probe; record factually and refer the same day to the designated
camp child-protection/MHPSS focal point per the study's referral pathway. Facilitators must be
trained in psychological first aid before administration.

CLOSING / DEBRIEF SCRIPT

"Thank you so much for your time and for sharing all of this with me.Your answers will help us
understand how to better support families and young children here. Is there anything else you would
like to add?

"Thank you again.Take care."
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Appendix B: Caregiver companion questionnaire

MOVING MINDS
ALLIANCE

Field Research Instruments: Moving Minds Alliance 2025-2026 Research Fellowship

On-Hold Displacement, Climate, and Early Childhood Wellbeing: Qushtapa Refugee Camp, Erbil
Governorate, Kurdistan Region of Iraq

INSTRUMENT 2: CAREGIVER COMPANION QUESTIONNAIRE

Purpose: This interviewer-administered questionnaire (~20 minutes) is completed with 20
caregivers of the assessed children to capture on-hold displacement and prospects of return,
climate/environmental conditions in the camp and their mood effects on both caregiver and child,
child wellbeing and behavior, the home play/learning environment, caregiver mental health, and
service access with climate-mood links woven throughout. Administration: a trained interviewer
reads each item aloud in Kurdish or Arabic and records responses; the informed-consent script
below must be completed and consent recorded before any questions are asked.

Interviewer technical instructions: Conduct in a private space. Read items verbatim; probe
neutrally ("Canyou tell me more?"). Do not lead. Record open responses verbatim in the caregiver's
words, then apply codes. Offer breaks.

INFORMED CONSENT SCRIPT (read in full; obtain consent before proceeding)

"Thank you for meeting with me. My name is ,and | am part of a research study by the
Moving Minds Alliance looking at how families and young children in this camp are doing, including
how the weather and the situation of being away from home affectwellbeing. | would like to askyou
some questions.This will take about 20 minutes.

Your participation is completely voluntary.You may skip any question or stop at any time, and this
will not affect any servicesyou oryour family receive.Your answers are confidential; we will not use
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your name, and results are reported only in combined form. Some questions ask aboutyour feelings
and your child's behavior, you can answer only whatyou are comfortable with.There are no right or
Wrong answers.

If any question raises difficult feelings, | can share information about support services available in
the camp. Do you have any questions? Do you agree to take part?"

o Consentgiven: (OYes (1) O No (0) — / No, thank the caregiver and end.

e Caregiver ID: Linked child ID: Date: Interviewer ID:

SECTION 1: Demographics & Displacement History (On-Hold Displacement)

1.1 Respondent relationship to child: 0 Mother O Father (I Grandparent I Other: ___

e 12Caregiverage: 1.3 Gender: O Female (1 Male
e 1.4 Number of children in household: __ 1.5 Age of assessed child:
o 1.6 Caregiver education: 1 None O Primary [0 Secondary (1 Post-secondary
e 1.7 Place of origin in Syria (governorate/town):
On-hold displacement probes:

o 1.8"What prevents your family from returning?" (open first, then probe; multi-select, tick all
mentioned):

o [ Drought/no rain (1)

o [ Nowater for farming / drinking (1)

o [ Land no longer productive / crops fail (1)
o O Livestock died / gone (1)

o [ No livelihood or income to return to (1)

o [ Home/property destroyed (1)

o O lInsecurity / safety (1)

o [ No services (health, school, electricity) (1)

o O Other:
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e 1.9"How have climate conditions in your home area changed because of drought or water
scarcity since you left?" (1 Better, CDworse, Clneutral, O | don't know

e 1.10"Doyou believe your family will ever be able to return?" — [ Definitely (2) OO Maybe (1)
OO No(0)/9

e 1.11 "How does being unable to return make you feel?

o [ Sadness/grief 1 Hopelessness/despair (1 Anxiety/worry [0 Anger/injustice [
Acceptance/resignation [ Relief/safety here (I Other

SECTION 2: Climate/Environmental Conditions in Camp & Mood Effects (Caregiver + Child)
Conditions (frequency in camp):

e 2.1 Extreme heat: How often a problem? — Never (0) / Sometimes (1) / Often (2) / Always (3)

e 2.2 Dust storms: — Never (0) / Sometimes (1) / Often (2) / Always (3)

o 2.3Water shortage: — Never (0) / Sometimes (1) / Often (2) / Always (3)

e 2.4Flooding/ heavy rain (seasonal): — Never (0) / Sometimes (1) / Often (2) / Always (3)
Caregiver mood-link items:

o 25"Aftervery hot days or dust storms, how is your OWN mood?" — COWorse (2) I Same (1)
(1 Better (0) /9

e 26 "How often do the weather conditions here make you feel stressed, irritable, or
hopeless?" — Never (0) / Rarely (1) / Sometimes (2) / Often (3) /9

Child mood-link items (caregiver report):

e 2.7 "Have you noticed your child's mood or behavior change during or after very hot days,
dust storms, or water shortages?" — Never (0) / Sometimes (1) / Often (2) / No response (9)

o 2.7a If sometimes/often: "How does your child change?" (tick all): O More irritable
1 Cries more OTrouble sleeping 1 More clingy (1 Less playful (I More aggressive
O Withdrawn/quiet O Other:

o 28'Is there atime of year (season) when these problems and mood changes are worst?" —
[0 Summer/heat (1 Dust-storm season (I Winter/flood (I No pattern — Record:
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e 29"Howworried are you about how the climate orwater situation will affectyour children's
future?" — [ Not at all (0) 0 Somewhat (1) CIVery (2) /9

e 2.10"Doesyour household have any plants, flowers, or a small garden around your shelter?"
CYes (2)
O A few plants (1)

O None (0)

e 2.11"lfyes,who usually cares for them?"
O Child
O Adult
O Both

1 Nobody

e 2.12"Doesyour child enjoy helping care for plants?"
1 Often (2)
0 Sometimes (1)

O Never (0)

e 2.13"'During heavy rain, what challenges does your family usually experience?"
(Multiple answers)
[1Water entering shelter
O Mud around home
O Difficulty reaching school
[ Child cannot play

[0 No major problems
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e 214 "During winter, how often does cold weather affectyour child's daily routine?"
1 Never (0)
0 Sometimes (1)

O Often (2)

e 215 "Which activities become difficult during cold weather?"
1 Sleeping
1 Playing outdoors
[ Going to school
[ Bathing

1 Staying warm

SECTION 3: Child Wellbeing & Behaviour (adapted from the Strengths and Difficulties
Questionnaire, Goodman 1997)

Interviewer: "Thinking about your child over the last month, please tell me if each is Not true,
Somewhat true, or Certainly true." Code: Not true = 1, Somewhat true = 2, Certainly true = 3, No
response=9

o 3.1 Has manyworries or often seemsworried: 1/2/3/9

e 3.20ften unhappy, down-hearted, or tearful: 1/2/3/9

o 3.3 Has many fears, is easily scared: 1/2/3/9

o 3.4 Nervous or clingy in new situations, easily loses confidence: 1/2/3/9
e 3.5Hastrouble sleeping / nightmares: 1/2/3/9

o 3.6 Often has temper tantrums or hot tempers: 1/2/3/9

o 3.7 0ften fights with other children or bullies them: 1/2/3/9

o 3.8Tends to play alone /is rather solitary: 1/2/3/9
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e 3.9Kind and helpful to others (prosocial): 1/2/3/9
e 3.10 Shares readily with other children (prosocial): 1/2/3/9
Change items:

e 3.11 "Since your family has been displaced (living away from home), have you noticed
changes inyour child's behavior or feelings?" — Better (0) / No change (1) /Worse (2) / No
Response (9)
"Describe:"

o 3.12"After extreme weather (heat, dust, water shortage), do these behaviors getworse?" —
Never (0) / Sometimes (1) / Often (2) /9

SECTION 4: Play, Learning & Home Environment (IDELA caregiver-survey style)
Play materials at home: "Does your child have access to any of these? (tick all)":

e« 41 O Storybooks/picture books [0 Religious book [ Coloring/drawing materials I
Homemade toys (1 Shop-bought toys (1 Household objects used as toys [ Objects from
outside (sticks/stones) (1 Puzzle

e 42 "How many children's picture books do you have for your child?"
O None (0)
0O 1-2 (1)
03 or more (2)

Outdoor play & barriers:

o 4.3"How often doesyour child play outside?" — Daily (3) / A few times aweek (2) / Rarely (1)
/ Never (0)

o 4.4"What stopsyour child from playing outside? (tick all)": 0 Heat [J Dust storms [0 No safe
space [JWater shortage [ Crowding (I Safety concerns (I Nothing (1 Other:

SECTION 5: Attitudes & Service Access (brief)
e 51 "How important is play foryour child's development?"
Very (2) / Somewhat (1) / Not (0)
e 5.2"How important s early education/learning for your child?"
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Very (2) / Somewhat (1) / Not (0)
e 53"Doesyour child attend an ECD center or child-friendly space?"

Yes (1) / No (0)

SECTION 6: Climate-Related Developmental Challenges

6.1 "What does your family usually do during very hot weather?'Tick all
o Stay indoors

o Use fans

o Change play time to evening

o Drink more water

oVisiting service area

o Other

"During periods of extreme heat, have you noticed your child has more difficulty..."
6.2 Learning new things

Never (1)

Sometimes (2)

Often (3)

6.3 Paying attention
Never (1)
Sometimes (2)

Often (3)
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6.4 Playing with other children
Never (1)
Sometimes (2)

Often (3)

6.5 Sleeping well at night
Never (1)
Sometimes (2)

Often (3)

CLOSING / DEBRIEF SCRIPT

"Thank you so much for your time and for sharing all of this with me.Your answers will help us
understand how to better support families and young children here. Is there anything else you would
like to add?

"Thank you again.Take care."
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Appendix D: Permissions and Approvals to Conduct the Study

Translation Bureau

Khabat St. Ankawa, Erbil, 1Q 44001.
Phone: 0750 33 44 900

Email: Erbil.highlight@gmail.com

Directorate of Migration, Displaced Persons and Crisis Response

Erbil Governorate

EDMCR

Number:

/ /2025

Erbil Governorate thanks you for your efforts, diligence and cooperation. In the public interest, please fill in the form

below.

Name of the organization / agency / donor party:

Moving Minds Alliance

Contact person / project manager:

Name: Manly Ghanm Toma
Phone: 07511066148
Email: manlykharbosh@gmail.com

The party providing financial support for the project

(donor): /

WO Survey questions
Type of activity: Kil & FGD
Allocated funds: /
Number of beneficiaries: 50-150

Place where the activity is to be carried out:

Qushtapa Camp

Target persons:

Refugee [ Displaced [0 Host community []

implementation:

Commencement date / duration of project

07.12.2025

A brief description of the subject of the project, one hundred (100) words maximum:

emergency response locations.

I have received a fellowship to carry out a research study. My research is about the adverse effects of climate change
and the extent to which it is related to the brain development of children aged (0-8) years in hardship settings and

In the event of any question or difficulty, please contact: 07714215050 07505569559 | ejcc-relations@hawlergov.org

I, Atra Omed Audu, Legal Translator certifi

hereby declare that I am fluent in English anid thaShis grans i e
annexed document to the best of my knowledge. HIGHLIG,

VHGROGI  miiaa

Translation and Printing Service
O 5 ghemos Sileia0 s G

dmtldafle ama s LTI Loaadd

= . 24 [ e
EENGLISH - KURDISH ™ ARABIC . sviian |

Translator's Affidavit
d by the Ministry of Justice KRG- Iraq, Certificate number (165/2016),
is B rate, and complete version of the

3 ! & Ly
assumes no responsibility for the co:tem of the

LICENSE NO(2016/465) it s s il o
YEEPOE N [l ad)
ATR '
3§-§ME l? eAU ?d Legal translator
P gl )“""";} / Ji‘. . Atra Omed Audu

Auoust 24. 2026
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T RO

Translation Bureau

Khabat St. Ankawa, Erbil, IQ 44001.
Phone: 07503344900  Email: Erbil.highlight@gmail.com

Signed by the Project Manager / Country General
Director:

Date:

Signature / stamp of the Director of EJCC/EDMCR:

Date:

Signature and stamp of the Director of the Sub-
district / District Township:

Date:

Signature / stamp of the Camp Administration:

Date:

Remarks of the Director of EJCC/EDMCR

Attachments:
e Licence of the implementing party.
e List of items / medicines (distribution).
o List of questions (assessment).

Note:

v

The request must be submitted at least 7 days before the activity is carried out.
All information related to the activity must be shared with EJCC/EDMCR.
Coordination must be made with the sub-district or the district to which the camp belongs.

vVvYy

Full coordination must be made with the camp administration for the implementation of the project, prior tc
any commencement.

\

Failure to comply with the instructions of Erbil Governorate / EDMCR shall result in the immediate terminatior
of the activity.

In the event of any question or difficulty, please contact: 07714215050 07505569559 | ejcc-relations@hawlergov.org

Translator's Affidavit
I, Atra Omed Audu, Legal Translator certified by the Ministry of Justice KRG- Iraq, Certificate number (165/2016),

hereby declare that T am fluent in Englisl
annexed document to the best of my kno

PITIRIGHIT™ ot el

fransiation and Printing Service
5 .)‘f‘—*,d‘ Spmian b e

L&

randdiaty
wledge. HIGHMGH assumes no!responsxblhty

ﬁ&‘ﬁtﬁmglig’g’tﬁiﬂaccurate and complete version of the

for the Zntent of tze

Legal translator

’,.
CEN

’EN\‘JQ“V“SJM&W oy I ESE e
ATRA OMED AUDU

,_1_7_«:..3 ..L.«g..m

g . Atra Omed Audu
B i Urnide anasic. ovh ¢ August 24, 2026
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