
The atrocities and escalating violence in Israel and Palestine is causing
devastating human loss and suffering of young children and their families. As
conditions continue to deteriorate in the region, it is our joint responsibility to
speak out against violence and destruction and call for international legal
conventions including the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Geneva
Convention to be upheld by all involved parties and for humanitarian assistance
to be swiftly delivered – especially for young children and their caregivers
everywhere. 

The healthy brain development of babies and young children born into and living
through conflict-affected areas is threatened by their environment. Substantial
evidence from neuroscience to economics shows that experiences with severe,
prolonged adversity early in life can alter brain development. The long-term
impact can be devastating on individuals and communities. Negative impacts on
health, learning, and behavior across the lifespan are the result of this. 
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·An immediate and unconditional cease fire to preserve the lives of children
and caregivers and ensure all components of nurturing care are available to
them.
An end to atrocities and collective punishment against pregnant women,
children and caregivers, including the releasing of all children and caregivers
into safety.
That schools and health facilities be protected.
Children, caregivers and parents must not be deprived of lifesaving
necessities including food, water, sanitation, opportunities for play and
learning, health care and psychosocial support. 
Children must not be separated from their families and caregivers. 
That all children, caregivers and parents deserve protection from all forms of
violence.
That all children, caregivers and parents deserve access to shelters and safe
passages.
That all children themselves deserve safety and a childhood free from fear. 
That all children deserve the opportunity to continue learning, connecting
with other children, and accessing the basic joys of childhood. 
That every child deserves a connection with family, caregivers, friends,
responsive care, and nurturing environments. 

As per the Nurturing Care framework access to good health, adequate nutrition,
safety and security, opportunities for learning and responsive caregiving should
be prioritised for families with the youngest children at this time. In addition, a
recognition that responsive caregiving is only possible when parents and
caregivers safety, security and agency is secured. 

As a group of organizations and networks committed to the physical and
psychological well- being of all children and their families, we see this conflict as
failing to uphold this framework for millions of children under attack in Israel and
Palestine.
Therefore we demand: 

The Moving Minds Alliance and partners call on the world leaders and the
international community to bring an immediate end to the ongoing violence and
the widespread abuse of children’s rights it is inflicting. We also call upon the
international community to ensure that all parents and caregivers wherever they
may be are directly supported in a dignified and equitable way in order to ensure
children are cared for and protected. 

 

https://nurturing-care.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Five_components.pdf
https://nurturing-care.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Five_components.pdf


“The views expressed in this statement are those of the Moving Minds Alliance,
the Palestinian Network of Early Childhood Development, the Tunisian Network
for Early Childhood, Early Childhood Peace Consortium, International Step by
Step Association, Arab Network for  Early Childhood, Asia-Pacific Regional
Network for Early Childhood, Africa Early Childhood Network, and the Early
Childhood Development Action Network do not necessarily reflect the official
policy or position of each individual member organizations of these networks.”


